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Background Engineers Commotion on JNU's Next VC  

By Samiran Sarangi  

Published: 24th Jan 2016 09:24:30 AM  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/Background-Engineers-Commotion-on-JNUs-Next-

VC/2016/01/24/article3241587.ece 

NEW DELHI:The appointment of Dr M Jagadesh Kumar as the next vice-chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru 

University (JNU) has not gone down well with several academicians who argue that Kumar’s engineering 

background could hold him back from effectively discharging his role as the head of a multi-disciplinary 

institute. 

Kumar has pipped other contenders for the job such as R N K Bamezai, who is a professor of human genetics, 

and Prof Virendra Singh Chauhan, a leading researcher on malaria. “JNU specialises in the areas of 

international relations, bio sciences, social sciences and not in the field of engineering or technical areas. In 

none of these areas he has his academic expertise. So, there would be questions about his academic leadership,” 

said former UGC member M M Ansari, who has closely followed the selection process. 

Concurring with a few in the university who 

have expressed their concerns over his appointment, Ansari said the new VC would have to have the active support of 

the academicians as well as the administration to emerge as a good leader, especially in tackling the issues confronting 

the university. 

Kumar obtained his MS (EE) and PhD (EE) degrees from the Department of Electrical Engineering at the 

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras. A self-confessed karate and gym expert, Kumar was born in Mamidala, 

Nalgonda district, Telangana. He would succeed S K Sopory, who retires on January 27. 
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Pleading anonymity, some professors of JNU questioned the selection process and the short-listing of the 

candidates. “When there were candidates from the university itself, who were acclaimed in their respective 

fields, why did the selection panel ignore them for people from outside,” they questioned. 

Even a few teachers in Delhi University expressed surprise over the choice of the candidate, saying JNU 

deserves VCs for the institute who understands the pulse of the campus. 

“I am not discussing an individual. JNU has no engineering discipline. When ideas are thrown from faculty in 

forums such as the academic council, the VC has to give academic leadership. But he is not from this system,” 

former JNU professor C P Bhambri said. 

Kumar is known to be associated with Vijnana Bharati, an organisation started in 1991 by scientists with Sangh 

leanings. He was actively involved with a science festival conducted by the organisation and the department of 

science and technology of IIT Delhi last month. 

Modi may shift Jaitley to Defence, Smriti to I&B 
 

http://english.manoramaonline.com/news/politics/modi-jaitley-smriti-defence-rss-sanjay-joshi-amit-shah-bjp-

nitin-gadkari.html 

New Delhi: After Amit Shah is to be given the official mandate to continue as BJP president for another term, a 

formal revamp of top positions in the party and the government is to be initiated.  

 

The time for nominations has been set from 10 am to 1 pm on Sunday. Only Amit Shah is expected to file his 

papers for the post and the declaration of the 'winner' is also expected he same day. 

 

Speculations are rife about an imminent revamp of the cabinet after the PM called a meeting of the council of 

ministers on January 27. A revamp is expected in the first week of February. 

 

While there are rumours that Arun Jaitley could be made Defence minister, it is expected that Manohar Parikkar 

would be shifted to the Human Resources ministry. Smrithi Irani could be shifted out to I&B and Nitin Gadkari 

may be offered Civil Aviation in addition to his current duties. 

 

There are also rumours that Modi is interested in naming a politically-neutral expert as his next finance 

minister. At the same time, party sources are expecting no changes to Home, External Affairs and other 

important portfolios. 

 

It remains to be seen whether the PM would wield the stick against Railway minister Suresh Prabhu, who is 

facing the ire of MPs for not heeding to their requests. 

 

There are also indications that minister for state for energy, Piyush Goyal, could be promoted to cabinet rank. 

 

 

 

 

http://english.manoramaonline.com/news/politics/modi-jaitley-smriti-defence-rss-sanjay-joshi-amit-shah-bjp-nitin-gadkari.html
http://english.manoramaonline.com/news/politics/modi-jaitley-smriti-defence-rss-sanjay-joshi-amit-shah-bjp-nitin-gadkari.html


Page 4 of 6 

 

IIT-M team wins prize for device to help differently abled 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/iitm-team-wins-prize-for-device-to-help-differently-

abled/article8146627.ece  

 

The add-on device can covert a wheelchair into a tricycle in two seconds.  

A team from IIT-Madras has won the second place at Enable Makeathon, with an add-on device to convert a 

manual wheelchair into an outdoor-mobility device. The award was given on Saturday in the form of seed 

money to the tune of $ 15,000. 

Enable Makeathon, a project initiated by the International Committee of the Red Cross, saw persons with 

disabilities, engineers, designers, manufacturers, entrepreneurs and others collaborate to create sustainable and 

affordable solutions to the problems faced by persons with disabilities in rural areas, a note about the event said. 

The event was held in Bengaluru, with a total of 135 teams registering for it. 

Vivek Sarda and Swostik Dash, both research staff members at the R2D2 lab at IIT-Madras, along with Ashish 

Sharma, a final-year student, worked for two months on the device. 

“Most people with disabilities here use wheelchairs with four wheels, which are bad for travelling outdoors. 

Tricycles can be used outdoors but are too big indoors. So we came up with an add-on device, which, in two 

seconds, can covert the wheelchair into a tricycle – with the front two wheels lifting up and an additional wheel 

getting attached,” said Vivek Sarda. 
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The three are now planning to conduct extensive field testing on the device and looking for collaborators. “After 

the testing, we are hoping to get the device to users,” said Vivek Sarda. The goal, he said, is to set up a company 

to develop technology that could have an impact on the lives of persons with disabilities. 
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